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SUBJECT: EXECUTTVX ORDER ENTITLED “AlllINISTRATIONOF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

BY AGENCIES OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNKENT”

o

Pursuant to your request we have reviewed the above entitled
Executive Order with respect to the matters, if any, as to which
it requires the AEC to take some affirmative action. A copy of
the Executive Order is attached hereto.

The first five sections, and, in effect, the seventh section, of
the Executive Order impose affirmative responsibilities upon the
National Science Foundation regarding the establishment of Federal
policies as to scientific research, the conduct of studies and
recommendations regarding Federal research, review of scientific
research programs of other Federal agencies} etc. Although these
sections require agencies to cooperate with the Foundation> i-n-
itial responsibility for carrying out their provisions is imposed
upon the Foundation.

Section 6(a) requires the head of each Federal agency to make
certain that effective practices exist to insure ‘ithatthe Foundation
is consulted on policies concerning the support of basic research.”

It would seem that under this paragraph AEC should advise the
Foundation when any substantial change in our policies concerning
support of basic research is to be instituted.

It would appear that AEC practices and procedures are presently
calculated to assure accomplishment of the objectives set out in
paragraphs (b), (c) and (d) of Section 6.

Section 8 relates to the efficient use of scientific research equip-
ment facilities. It directs the head of each Federal agency en-
gaged in scientific research to encourage the sharing with other
federal agencies of major equipment and facilities and to procure
new major equipment or facilities for scientific research only
after taking adequate steps to ascertain that the need cannot be
adequately met from existing inventory or facilities of its own
or other agencies.
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AEC has in effect procedures calculated to insure that before new
major equipment or facilities for research are procured, lists of
excess property prepared by other agencies be reviewed. AEc also
distributes such lists of its own excess property and facilities.
Although formal procedures do not presently exist with respect to
‘sharingh of major equipment ad facilities, AEC has frequently in
the past made arrangements with other agencies whereby its faci-l-
ities, or the facilities of other agencies, have been made available
for use by the other. It would appear that the first initiative
with respect to the establishment of more foxmsl procedures for such
sharing will come from the lKKnterDeparlmu3ntalCommittee on Scientific
Research and ?l)evelopmentllwhich is directed in Section 8(c) to%ake
necessary steps to ensure that each Federal agency is kept informed
of selected major equipment and facilities which could serve the
needs of more than one agency”.

Accordingly, it does not appear that the Executive Order requires
AEC at this time to institute any new or cklfferentpractices than
it has heretofore observed, except that we should Hconsultltwith
the National.Science Foundation concerning any new policies with
respect to the support of basic research.

Enclosure:
E~e~utive order 10521.
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